Descriptive Phrases

Nouns and adjectives should generally be stressséntences because
they carry new information. Practice the following

1. It's aroom. It's small.

2. He's adriver. He'sfast.

3. It was garty. It wasboring.
4. She’s qjirl. She’stall.

5. It was aay. It waslong.

6. It's acomputer. It's new.

7. He's aman. He'syoung.

8. It's ahouse. There arewo.
9. She’s aractress. She’sgood.
10.It's amovie. It's interesting.

Now, read the following sentences. Where showddsthess go?

A: It's a great book.
B: She’s a good mother.

In a noun / adjective pattern, the stress genefallg on the noun. Such a
phrase is called descriptive phrase. Practice the rest of these descriptive
phrases:

. It's a smalkroom.
. He'’s a fastriver.
. It was a boringarty.
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4. She’s a talgirl.
5. It was a longlay.
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. It's a newcomputer.

. He’s a youngnan.
. There are twbouses.

. She’s a goodctress.
0.It was an interestinmovie.
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Now, let’s take a look at some adverb / adjectiesatiptive phrases:

A: It's a great book. It's really great.
B: She’s a good mother. She’s very good.

In an adverb / adjective combination, the adjecisvgenerally stronger. Prac-
tice with the phrases below:

1. It's a smalloom. It's sosmall.

2. He’s a fastlriver. He's prettyfast.

3. Itwas a boringarty. It was kind oboring.
4. She’s a taldirl. She’s reallyall.

5. Itwas alonglay. It was somewhdbng.
6. It's a_ newcomputer. It's brandnew.

7. He’s a youngnan. He’s_veryoung.

8. There are twbouses. There are onlywo.

9. She’s a goodctress. She’s _quiteood.

10. It was an interestinmovie. It was_reallyinteresting.

Next, let's put these adjective / noun and advetjéctive descriptive phrases
in natural conversations. The descriptive phrases underlinedand the
stressed words are loold / italics.

: How is the nevapartment?

. It's really great.

: How manybedrooms are there?

: There are onlywo but one of them has_a hudeset.

: Check out my newaptop.

. Hey, that’s prettyeat.
: Yeah. I'm_reallyhappy to finally have a goodomputer in the house.

. Yeah. It looks prettexpensive, though. How much was it?

: That was an interestimgovie.

: Yeah, the acting was realijpod.

: And the_speciaffects were_justamazing.

F: Actually, | thought the effects were tdstracting.
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G: He lives in that smatloom over there with that crazjog of his.
H: That dog is totallynsane. He pissed on my nelike yesterday.
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I: So how many newars have you sold today?
J: Onlytwo.

I: That's not verygood.

J: Well, I'm sure tomorrow will be mudbetter.

K: How was the party?

L: It was kind ofboring.

K: Really? That’s todoad.

L: I know.

M: We’d better go to bed. We've got a loday tomorrow.

N: | think I'm going to get up prettgarly to prepare.

M: That's a gooddea. That'll also give us a chance to grab sdmeakfast.
N: Right. | hate working on an empdomach.

O: Did you see the negecretary?

P: Yeah, she’s smll.

O: I know. She was taller than us and she was®eh evearing higlneels.
P: Right. And we're pretttall.

Cinderella (revisited):

All the descriptive phrases have been underlinetitha stressed words are in
bold. All you have to do is practice.

A long time ago, there lived a man who lost his yownife to a terrible
sickness. After a fewyears, the man remarried. Hgecond wife was_quite
healthy, but also_guitainkind. She already had twdaughters who were_just
asnasty as their_snottynother.

The man'dirst wife had given him a beautifgdaughter of his own be-
fore she died. Her name was Cinderella. She wassweet andkind. Unfor-
tunately, her_jealoustep motherhated her and forced her to do all the hard
work around the _bidpouse.

Doing all the chores by herself was véiryng for Cinderella. Her lazy
step sistersdidn’t lift a finger to help her. They often jusat around all day in
their fine dresses doing nothing, and went to lavigbarties in the evenings.
However, they grew_moregly as their hearts were vebytter, and this made
their roundfaces quitesour.
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